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Great Lakes Stressed Out

Ann Arbor, Ml — The Great Lakes of the World span a diverse geography, climate, and
evolutionary history that have resulted in a spectacular array of organisms occupying these
systems. The social and economic histories of the peoples occupying the basins today have
also been extremely divergent, ranging from the most affluent societies to some of the least
economically developed.

"Despite all these differences, the lakes share many common issues: changing trophic status,
invasive species, contamination, and overexploitation of fisheries", says Bob Hecky, a professor
at the University of Waterloo where he holds the United Nations Research Chair on African
Great Lakes and Rivers. "Their common future of continued ecological risk and change is
assured now by anthropogenic climate warming which is now demonstrably affecting all the
lakes from the tropics to the poles."

In his plenary address at the 50" International Conference on Great Lakes Research, Dr. Hecky
will review the state of many of the Great Lakes of the World, illustrating how all of the systems
are experiencing significant stress that may soon be irreversible. Relying on his more than 30
years of professional experience studying the Great Lakes of the World, Dr. Hecky will comment
on what actions need to be taken, locally and globally, to stem declines in biodiversity,
production, and overall health which are threatening the lakes, and the people that are so reliant
on them.

Dr. Hecky will be speaking in the Presidents Hall 1 & 2, Penn Stater Conference Center
between 1 and 2 p.m. on Wednesday May 30, 2007.

Contacts

For more information about the presentation, contact Bob Hecky, Department of Biology,
University of Waterloo, 200 University Avenue West, Waterloo, Ontario, N2L 3G1;
rehecky@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca; (519) 888-4567 ext 32820.

For more information about the conference, contact Hunter Carrick, School of Forest
Resources, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA 16802, 07chairs@iaglr.org, 814-
865-9219 or Eric Obert, Pennsylvania Sea Grant, Tom Ridge Environmental Center, 301
Peninsula Driver, Suite 3, Erie, PA 16505, 07chairs@iaglr.org, 814-217-9018.
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